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Well-known artist Terry Redlin, born and raised in the
Watertown area, has many memories of an innocent and fun-
filled childhood. Whether fishing, hunting, or playing with
other neighborhood kids, Redlin was surrounded by sites and
sounds of rural America. Some of the places Redlin knew as
a child have been incorporated into his paintings of today.
We refer to these places as “Redlin’s Inspirational Sites.”
For true Redlin fans, it is fascinating to see how Terry Redlin
magically melds reality with imagination to create the ro-
mantic recreations he has become famous for. The places in
and around Watertown that can be seen within Redlin’s paint-
ings are unique. In some cases, they do not even resemble
what the artist has captured in his painting. An artist’s “eye”
can see details and possibilities that not everyone can see.
That is what is interesting about these actual places — we can
try to imagine how Terry Redlin arrived at his romantic ver-
sion of the scene.

There are 9 Redlin paintings that capture local sites.
They are:

Spring Fever — The tree house was located on the corner of
9th Avenue North and 2nd Street East in Watertown. Today,
only part of the structure remains.

Family Traditions — “Olive Place” Walrath home located
north on Hwy. 81 at the Junction of Hwy. 81 and County
Road 11.

That Special Time — Sunnyside Inn on Lake Kampeska,
although not depicted as it appears today, is located on South
Lake Drive next to Sandy Shores State Park.

Prairie Skyline — Rauville elevator located north on Hwy.
81 to County Road 11 in Rauville, SD.

Above the Fruited Plain — Florence elevator on Hwy. 20
in Florence, SD.

Racing Home — Old Oviatt house located at 721 - 1st St.
NW in Watertown. Mahowald’s Harness and Leather (on the
sleigh) taken from Mahowald’s Hardware, 25 N. Broadway
St. in uptown Watertown.

Spring Fishing — West Kemp Avenue bridge in Riverside
Park in Watertown.

Harvest Moon Ball - Fortin barn located north on Hwy. 81
to County Road 11, then 6 miles from the Junction of Hwy.
81 and County Road 11 - take a left and 1/2 mile down the
gravel road is the big white barn with the silo that reads:
R.H. Stein (Terry Redlin’s uncle) and C. LaFramboise Boys.

Building The Community — Larry’s Lumber located on
North Maple Street




